INCOMING KINDERGARTNERS
Summer Reading List and Assignment

Please choose two of the books to read, from the Summer Reading List, one religious and the
other of your choice. From these two books, choose one to complete the writing assignment
listed below.

Kindergarten Summer Reading List:
• Any biography of a Catholic saint at the student’s level.
• Mary: The Mother of Jesus by Tomie dePaola
• Prayer of a Child by Rachael Field
• Ox-cart Man by Donald Hill
• Mike Mulligan and the Steam Shovel by Virginia Burton
• The Big Snow by Berta and Elmer Hader

Assignment:
Take a piece of white paper and fold it in thirds (see below). Title each section “Beginning”,
“Middle”, and “End” respectively. Illustrate each section and be able to explain the book orally.

Beginning

Middle

End

Illustration

Illustration

Illustration

Teacher’s Scoring Rubric
Kindergarten
Book Report
NI = not introduced
N = needs improvement
S = satisfactory
M = mastered

IDEAS
Is about a book that the student has read

ORGANIZATION
Illustration shows a sense of beginning
Illustration shows a sense of middle
Illustration shows a sense of ending

POINTS

INCOMING SECOND GRADE
Summer Reading List and Assignment

Please choose two of the books to read from the summer reading list, one religious and the other
of your choice. From these two books, choose one to complete the writing assignment listed
below.

Grade 2 Summer Reading List
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Any biography of a Catholic saint at the student’s level
Take it to the Queen: A Tale of Hope by Josephine Nobisso
The Weight of a Mass: A Tale of Faith by Josephine Nobisso
The Tale of the Three Trees by Angela Elwell Hunt
Books from the “Frances” collection by Russell Hoban such as Bedtime for Frances, A
Bargain for Frances
Ben Franklin by Ingri and Edgar Parin d’Aulaire
Amelia Bedelia Goes Camping by Peggy Parish
Stone Soup by Marcia Brown
Books from the “Curious George” collection or series by H. A. Rey

Grade 2 Assignment
Please use the book report form provided. Write in complete sentences with capitalization and
punctuation.

Student Name: ___________________________________

Retelling a Story
Title: _______________________________________________________________________
Author: _____________________________________________________________________
Setting (When/Where): _________________________________________________________
Characters: ___________________________________________________________________
Theme: ______________________________________________________________________
Problem: _____________________________________________________________________
Beginning:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Middle:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
End:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Solution: _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s Scoring Rubric
Gr. 2
Book Report
0 = not evident
1 = minimal evidence of mastery
2 = evidence of development toward mastery
3 = strong evidence of mastery
4 = outstanding evidence of mastery
IDEAS
Lists a theme
ORGANIZATION
Lists the title, author, setting, characters, theme, and problem
Has a beginning
Has a middle
Has an ending
Has a solution to the problem
VOICE
Is written in a natural voice
WORD CHOICE
Words are recognizable
SENTENCE FLUENCY
Is written in complete sentences
CONVENTIONS
Uses correct grammar
Uses correct spelling
Uses correct punctuation and capitalization
PRESENTATION
Is neatly printed
Has A.M.D.G. at the top center of the page

POINTS

INCOMING THIRD GRADE
Summer Reading List and Assignment

Please choose two of the books to read from the summer reading list, one religious
and the other of your choice. From these two books, choose one to complete the
writing assignment listed below.

Grade 3 Summer Reading List
•

Any biography of a Catholic saint at the student’s level

•

The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes

•

Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp from Andrew Lang’s The Arabian Nights

•

Books from the Encyclopedia Brown series or collection by Donald J. Sobol

•

Eric the Red and Leif the Lucky by Barbara Schiller

Grade 3 Assignment
Using cursive, please write a book report of at least three paragraphs that includes the following:
First, write a brief introduction that includes the title, author, setting, and characters.
Second, write a brief summary of the plot and identify the theme.
Finally, explain your favorite part of the story and why.
Use the following example to format the report.

AMDG
Name:
Grade:
Assignment: Summer Book Report
Title of Book
Author of Book
At least three indented paragraphs that meet the above requirements. Do not
title the individual paragraphs.

Teacher’s Scoring Rubric
Gr. 3
Book Report
0 = not evident
1 = minimal evidence of mastery
2 = evidence of development toward mastery
3 = strong evidence of mastery
4 = outstanding evidence of mastery
IDEAS
A clear focus on the book
Identifies the theme
ORGANIZATION
An introduction that identifies title, author, characters, and setting
A body that meets the assignment requirements
A conclusion that explains your favorite part of the story and why
VOICE
Confident, lively voice
WORD CHOICE
Carefully chosen adjectives and strong verbs
SENTENCE FLUENCY
A variety of sentences
CONVENTIONS
Correct grammar and usage
Correct spelling
Correct punctuation and capitalization
PRESENTATION
Neatness
Consistent margins and spacing
Cursive
ADDITIONAL ITEMS
At least three paragraphs
Correct heading that matches the format example, including AMDG

POINTS

INCOMING FOURTH GRADE
Summer Reading List and Assignment

Please choose two of the books to read from the summer reading list, one religious
and the other of your choice. From these two books, choose one to complete the
writing assignment listed below.

Grade 4 Summer Reading List
•
•
•
•

Any biography of a Catholic saint at the student’s level
Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves retold by Charlotte Dixon from Tales from the Arabian
Nights
On the Banks of Plum Creek by Laura Ingalls Wilder
Any of The Boxcar Children books by Gertrude Chandler Warner (excluding books read
by VdM students in grade 3)

Grade 4 Assignment
Using cursive, please write a book report of at least four paragraphs that includes the following:
First, write a brief introduction that includes the title, author, setting, and characters.
Second, write a brief summary of the plot.
Third, list three keywords and identify the theme that we find in this story.
Finally, write a conclusion that explains how this story relates to your life.
Below is an example of how to format the report.

AMDG
Name:
Grade:
Assignment: Summer Book Report
Title of Book
Author of Book
At least four indented paragraphs that meet the above requirements. Do not
title the individual paragraphs.

Teacher’s Scoring Rubric
Gr. 4
Book Report
0 = not evident
1 = minimal evidence of mastery
2 = evidence of development toward mastery
3 = strong evidence of mastery
4 = outstanding evidence of mastery
IDEAS
A clear focus on the book
Identifies three keywords
Identifies the theme
ORGANIZATION
An introduction that identifies title, author, characters, and setting
A body that meets the assignment requirements
A conclusion that explains how the story relates to your life
VOICE
Confident, lively voice
WORD CHOICE
Carefully chosen adjectives, -ly adverbs, and strong verbs
SENTENCE FLUENCY
A variety of sentences a variety of sentences, including those with
compound predicates
CONVENTIONS
Correct grammar and usage
Correct spelling
Correct punctuation and capitalization
PRESENTATION
Neatness
Consistent margins and spacing
Cursive
ADDITIONAL ITEMS
At least four paragraphs
Correct heading that matches the format example, including AMDG

POINTS

INCOMING FIFTH GRADE
Summer Reading List and Assignment

Please choose two of the books to read from the summer reading list, one religious
and the other of your choice. From these two books, choose one to complete the
writing assignment listed below.

Grade 5 Summer Reading List
•

Any biography of a Catholic saint at the student’s level

•
•

Any of the Anne of Green Gables books by Maud Montgomery
Any of the following books of Eva K. Betz: Freedom Drums; Priest on Horseback;
Victory Drums; Young Eagles
Heidi by Johanna Spyri or Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
Redwall by Brian Jacques
The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame
The Black Stallion by Walter Farley
Students who are advanced readers may, with parental permission, read selections from the
Grade 6 list

•
•
•
•
•

Grade 5 Assignment
Using cursive, please write a book report of at least five paragraphs that includes the following:
First, write a brief introduction that includes the title, author, setting, and characters.
Second, write a brief summary of the plot.
Third, do a characterization for one of the characters by describing three-character traits.
Also explain their role in the story.
Fourth, identify three themes or virtues that we find in this story and provide at least one
piece of textual evidence from the story that is connected to each theme or virtue you
pick.
Finally, write a conclusion that explains what you did or did not like about the book and
why.
Below is an example of how to format the report.

AMDG
Name:
Grade:
Assignment: Summer Book Report
Title of Book
Author of Book
At least five indented paragraphs that meet the above requirements. Do not
title the individual paragraphs.

Teacher’s Scoring Rubric
Gr. 5
Book Report
0 = not evident
1 = minimal evidence of mastery
2 = evidence of development toward mastery
3 = strong evidence of mastery
4 = outstanding evidence of mastery
IDEAS
A clear focus on the book
Accurately describes a character and explains their role
Identifies three themes or virtues
Uses appropriate textual evidence to support their ideas
ORGANIZATION
An introduction that identifies title, author, characters, and setting
A body that meets the assignment requirements
A conclusion that sums up the writer’s opinion of the book
VOICE
Confident, lively voice
WORD CHOICE
Carefully chosen adjectives, -ly adverbs, and strong verbs
SENTENCE FLUENCY
A variety of sentences, including those with compound predicates
CONVENTIONS
Correct grammar and usage
Correct spelling
Correct punctuation and capitalization
PRESENTATION
Neatness
Consistent margins and spacing
Cursive
ADDITIONAL ITEMS
At least five paragraphs
Correct heading that matches the format example, including AMDG
Characterization includes three-character traits
One piece of textual evidence for each theme or virtue

POINTS

INCOMING SIXTH GRADE
Summer Reading List and Assignment

Please choose two of the books to read from the summer reading list, one religious
and the other of your choice. From these two books, choose one to complete the
writing assignment listed below.
Grade 6 Summer Reading List
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Any biography of a Catholic saint at the student’s level
Men of Iron by Howard Pyle (note: other works of Mr. Pyle such as Otto the Silver Hand
and The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood have been omitted from the summer reading
list as they may be incorporated into the curriculum during the school year).
Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson
Captains Courageous by Rudyard Kipling
Big Red by James Kjelgaard
White Fang by Jack London
The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
Students who are advanced readers may, with parental permission, read selections from the
Grade 7-8 list

Grade 6 Assignment
Using cursive, please write a book report of at least five paragraphs that includes the following:
First, write an introductory paragraph that includes the title, author, setting, and main
characters. Catch the reader’s interest.
Next, write a brief summary of the plot.
Then, do a characterization (describe a character)for one of the characters in the story.
The characterization must include at least five-character traits, and the traits must be
supported with textual evidence and page numbers.
Fourth, identify a theme from the text and use textual evidence to prove that it is a theme.
Finally, write a concluding paragraph that explains your personal opinion. What did you
like or not like about the book and why?
Below is an example of how to format the report.

AMDG
Name:
Grade:
Assignment: Summer Book Report
Title of Book
Author of Book
At least five indented paragraphs that meet the above requirements. Do not
title the individual paragraphs.

Teacher’s Scoring Rubric Gr. 6
Book Report
0 = not evident
1 = minimal evidence of mastery
2 = evidence of development toward mastery
3 = strong evidence of mastery
4 = outstanding evidence of mastery

IDEAS
A clear focus on the book
Accurately describes a character
Identifies a theme
Uses appropriate textual evidence to support their ideas
ORGANIZATION
An introduction that identifies title, author, characters, and setting
An introduction that catches the reader’s interest
A body that meets the assignment requirements
A conclusion that sums up the writer’s opinion of the book
VOICE
Confident, lively voice
WORD CHOICE
Carefully chosen adjectives, -ly adverbs, and strong verbs
Proper use of narrative arc vocabulary
SENTENCE FLUENCY
A variety of sentences, including those with compound predicates
CONVENTIONS
Correct grammar and usage
Correct spelling
Correct punctuation and capitalization
PRESENTATION
Neatness
Consistent margins and spacing
Cursive
ADDITIONAL ITEMS
At least five paragraphs
Correct heading that matches the format example, including AMDG
At least five-character traits
All character traits are cited with a page number

POINTS

AMDG

Upper School Summer Reading
Texts
There is no list from which upper school students select a book to read. Instead, the entire grade
reads the same book. Students are required to purchase and annotate the text. Students should be
prepared for a reading comprehension test at the beginning of the school year. They also should
be prepared to discuss the text in detail during the first week of school.
Incoming 7th Grade: Black Beauty by Anna Sewell ISBN# 0451522958
Incoming 8th Grade: The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane ISBN# 812504798
Incoming 9th Grade: Prometheus Bound by Aeschylus + Greek Legends (Legends are provided
in a separate packet available from VdM. The writing assignment should be completed
referencing only Prometheus Bound; however, students should be prepared to discuss the
legends as well.) ISBN# 97804862887621
Incoming 10th Grade: Julius Caesar by Shakespeare ISBN# 9780743482745
Incoming 11th Grade: Don Quixote by Cervantes ISBN# 0060934344
Incoming 12th Grade: Emma by Jane Austen ISBN# 9780141439587
Assignment
Students should write a composition analyzing their text based on the Five Elements of Fiction
and then connecting the text to an outside idea. Students should write one paragraph for each of
the five elements and one text connection paragraph meeting the criteria outlined below. Element
paragraphs may be in any order that achieves a logical and pleasing flow for the overall
composition. The text connection paragraph must be the final paragraph of the composition.
Each paragraph must contain a minimum of five sentences. Each paragraph should include a
topic sentence, body sentences, and a conclusion sentence. Each paragraph also must include
some textual evidence with cited page numbers, either in paraphrase or in direct quotation. 7th
and 8th Grade students must include three pieces of textual evidence per paragraph and at least
one must be a direct quotation. 9th - 12th Grade students must include five pieces of textual
evidence per paragraph and at least one must be a direct quotation.
Setting: Identify the time and place of the story. Describe the place according to imagery from
the text. Note any setting details that are important for symbolic or thematic interpretation.
Character: Identify the major and minor characters, then pick one character on whom to focus
and do the following – 1) Identify any literary terms that apply to them (protagonist, antagonist,
hero, villain, eponymous, fatal flaw, foils, agency, Christfigure, personification, etc.). 2)
Characterize them including both exterior and interior character traits. 3) Describe their character
arc and identify whether it is positive, negative, or flat.
Plot: Recount the major events in the story and identify their connections with the parts of a
narrative/dramatic arc (exposition, inciting incident, rising action, crisis, climax, falling action,
resolution, denouement). Note the central conflict of the story and whether it is internal or

AMDG
external. If applicable, note plot devices such as foreshadowing, cliffhangers, flashbacks, or
prophecy/fulfillment.
Style: Identify important aspects of how the author presents the story such as details about form,
genre, point of view, the voice of the narrator (person, reliability, fallibility, omniscience,
subjective/objective, alignment, intrusion, direct address, etc.), or frequently used literary devices
(imagery, personification, prophecy/fulfillment, dialect, irony, allusion, symbolism, archaism,
metaphor, simile, paradox, juxtaposition, epithets, proverbs, parody, etc.).
Theme: Identify one of the main ideas the story conveys and what the text shows us about that
idea. Make sure it is an idea that is large enough to connect many smaller points in the text.
Text Connection: Conclude with a paragraph that connects the text to an outside idea. Your
paragraph may focus on any one of the following text connections: 1) Text to self – how does the
text connect with something from your personality or personal experience? 2) Text to text – how
does the text connect to another text you have read? 3) Text to faith – how does the text connect
with your Catholic faith? 4) Text to world – how does the text connect with events in our current
society?
Notes on Format and Grading
-

All papers should be typed, double spaced, with one-inch margins, 12-point Times New
Roman font, AMDG heading, and stapled in the top left corner.
In the top left corner of the paper, please record your name, the date, the class name, and the
assignment name.
Avoid first- or second-person pronouns, including imperative sentences with an implied
second-person subject. Text-to-self connection paragraphs are the one exception to this rule.
Because composition is a crucial component of the grade, you should proofread carefully.
Papers will be submitted to your English teacher (7th and 8th) or your Humane Letters
teacher (9th-12th) on the first day of school.
Each student must bring two stapled copies of their paper. One will be submitted to the
teacher for grading. The other must be brought to class every day to aid in discussion.
Teachers will assign a grade based on composition, textual interpretation, and whether the
above assignment criteria are met.
If you have questions about how to complete this assignment, please consult the teacher to
whom you will submit the paper.

