Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian
Friday, September 16, 2022
A.M.D.G.
Saint Cyprian of Carthage
Pope Saint Cornelius
September 16, 2022

Dear Families,
This week we celebrated the Exaltation of the Cross with veneration on Wednesday, and the senior
girls led the school in a beautiful Rosary on Thursday’s feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. It was awesome!
Virtue of the Month—Friendship
True friends, according to Aristotle, are people who push you to be a better person. To illustrate this
essential virtue I shared with students the story of a friend who refused his classmate’s request to
cheat on an assignment. The true friend says “no” because he cares more about his friend’s intellect
and virtue than he does about a grade or hurt feelings. We also discussed the importance of stepping
out of our comfort zone and approaching those that may need a friend, regardless if they know that
student or not.
Chapel Cleaning
Mr. Dillon has generously offered to clean the chapel on Thursdays after school. With five student
volunteers, he figures it should only take an hour, so we are encouraging students in the 6th to 12th
grade to help. Since the servers are all male, this could be an opportunity for young women to serve
in the house of Christ.
Athletics
I’m thrilled that we have a varsity girls volleyball team—the first during my tenure! Mr. Pabst has
been working very hard to establish the sport at Ville de Marie, and the fruit of his labor is
noticeable, with 20 students engaged, including at the junior high level. The varsity volley ball team
consists of:
Catalina Baker, Sara Garrido, Mary Chang, Mary Evert, Sara Beth Moore, Grace Pabst, Shannon
Phelan, Sophia Ward, Maren Wilmowski, Rachel Wilmowski, and Mary Seybert (Mathew’s sister).
Parent and Staff Retreat
After celebrating Mass with parents in the chapel, Father Sebastian Walshe gave a beautiful talk on
Thursday night, tying the Beatitudes to the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. Beatitude is
another word for happiness and true happiness requires our cooperation with divine grace. It was an
excellent talk with many great analogies and personal stories. Many remarked on what an excellent
speaker he is.
The students are learning so many prayers in Latin—Ask your children to start teaching you the
Lord’s Prayer and others. It is never too late to learn!
Please Pray for – Baby Florentia Knoell, Mary Margaret Dillon, and Carlos Ayala to be completely healed.
Daniel Ethridge
Headmaster, Ville de Marie Academy

Please Remember in Prayer…...
†

For the Faculty, Board of Trustees, Families, Students, and Benefactors of Ville de Marie,
we pray to the Lord.

†

For all those who are sick and suffering, especially: Mary Margaret Dillon (mother of Mr. James
Dillon), Jackie Keyser (Parkinson’s Disease), Carlos Ayala, and Mark Seitz, we pray to the Lord.

†

For all the mothers with little ones inside and outside the womb in the VDM community, we pray
to the Lord.

†

For the Holy Intention of Pope Francis: “We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the
dignity of the human person, may be legally abolished in every country.”

Dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary

FRIENDSHIP

VIRTUE FOR SEPTEMBER
“A friend is more to be longed for than the light; I speak of a genuine one.
And wonder not: for it were better for us that the sun should
be extinguished, than that we should be deprived of friends; better to live in
darkness, than to be without friends.”
-St. John Chrysostom

Family Lunch Responsibilities
Dear Ville De Marie Families,
Please note there is going to be a new change this year in parental supervised lunch duty. As everyone is
aware in the past it was a volunteer opportunity, and many families did not take part in. This has led to
several of the same families working lunch duty and furthermore has resulted in our teachers receiving
no break at lunch as they have had to step in with the lack of parent volunteers. Our teachers use this
valuable time to grade papers and strategize their afternoon planning. When they lose this time to lunch
duty, the results are a larger workload for them in the evenings at home.
Effective as of August 29th, every family at Ville De Marie Academy will be assigned three (3) days of
MANDATORY lunch duty throughout the year. These dates have been chosen from A-Z of last name
and are attached to this email. We as an administration firmly believe we need to share this burden as a
whole and certainly 3 days is not unreasonable to ask of each family in a calendar school year. This being said I do understand that with young children or work schedules this may not be possible for some
families, so I have another option which is a “win-win” for everyone. If you cannot make your assigned
lunch duty, then you will be assessed a “fee” of $40 per day of lunch duty which will now go directly to
the 2 teachers who will need to cover your shift. This is an option to have your lunch duty covered and
our hard-working teachers will be compensated for the additional work they now have to do in the evening.
The time for lunch duty is 12:00 noon to 1:30 PM. Attached is the chart for every family's date of service. I have also attached the family directory in the event you are unable to fulfill any of your assigned days. It will be up to the families to find replacements or switch with other families and will not
be the duty of the administration. The only exception is if you would prefer to pay the daily “fee” of $40
please contact the office so a teacher can be arranged to cover. These hours will count towards each
family’s 30 mandatory hours of volunteer service.

We truly pray this is both a way for families to be more involved at VDM and also for our hard-working
staff to receive this necessary time to prepare for your children’s education.
-Daniel V. Ethridge
Headmaster, Ville de Marie Academy

Volunteers Still Needed
Room Parents for
10th Grade Homeroom
Mr. Alexander

Chapel Flower Schedule
Week of
Sept 19

Art Masterpiece for:
First Grade

Sept 26

Altar-Garcia Family
Mary-Phelan, Sharon
Joseph-Paul Family
Jesus-Martin Family
Altar-Martin Family
Mary-Paul Family
Joseph-Phelan, Sharon
Jesus-Martin Family

Laundering Dirty Lunch Rags

Please remember to complete & return:








2022-2023 General Consent Form
2022-2023 Emergency
Information and Immunization
Form
2022-2023 Immunizations
Student Driver Permission Form
Locker Permission Form
Cell Phone Permission

Oct 07
Oct 28

Pimentel Family
Klocek Family

Thank you for your cooperation.

Hot Lunch for September

Wednesday, September 21
Taco Bell

Wednesday, September 28
Costco Food Court

Happy September Birthday to…..
Grace Donaghy
Elijah Benedetti
Mateo Ortiz
Joseph Patterson
Anna Zwemke
Marian Speier
Dominic Martin
Lorenzo Garibaldi
Maria Ward
Natalie Osorio
Jemma Empeno

Aiden Pizzitola
Isaiah Speier
Benjamin Baska
Peter McCarthy
Michael Evert
Elouise Hundelt
Leah Moore
Finnian Hundelt
Isabel Pizzitola
Luke Ethridge
Nina Pimentel

