St. Peter Claver
Friday, September 9, 2022

A.M.D.G.
From the Desk of Dan Ethridge

A reflection on a loving father
I met Lars Arriola my first year at Ville de Marie Academy, in 2017. In that first year, he and Gerri came to my
office a few times. Gerri was suffering at the time, and I remember thinking how, despite this trial, this beautiful Catholic
family made their children’s formation their top priority. Gerri passed away that year and at the funeral, Lars and I made a
pact to pray for each other daily.
In 2020, their daughter, Gabriela, walked into her sixth-grade classroom, went to Mass, and then collapsed during
recess. She was out for a long time, and it became apparent that she would not regain the use of her legs. I told Lars that I
questioned why God did not listen to me and my prayers for his family. With remarkable peace and strength, Lars said that
was not my job to question the results of prayer, but to continue the prayers and allow God to do His will. He also asked
what he could pray for in my family, even while his own was more in need.
Lars could talk the sleeves into a vest when he felt like it. Since Gabriela’s misfortune, Lars came to school every
day and even set up a place in the school to complete his work. We spoke every day, sometimes only a few words, but
every two weeks or so he would visit my office and ask me a question. This question would inspire me to close
my computer and engage in a lengthy discussion; the two of us learning from one another. I joked with him once that I
never knew of his lung problems because he could get quite a few words in between breaths. All the discussions
centered around either the children (of whom he was so proud) or theology and the books that he was reading. I always
learned something from this man of faith and intelligence.
I think God used Lars as an example of Job to all of us. This loving father never complained about anything—he
would always ask what I needed prayers for. He spent many hours in the chapel on his knees, showing us what a good
relationship with the Lord and a love for the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph look like. I miss his presence in the school.
The happenings of the school
Each of the houses presented the Blessed Mother with gifts Thursday for her birthday and the school gave her a school
wide Rosary. We are the Ville de Marie, the Village of Mary.
Athletics
The swim team is the only sport with both high school and junior high school members. The senior and captain of the team
is Blake Daigle, an exceptional swimmer who has medaled each of his four years on the team. Other members include:
Peter McCarthy (11), Max Knoell (11) Oscar Ochoa (9), Adriana Ochoa (9), Hana Koska (9), Lochlan McCarthy (8), and
Nora McCarthy (7). Look for the schedule next Monday in your email!
September belongs to Mary, and we look forward to another feast day on the fifteenth, Our Lady of Sorrows. Mary, Mother
of God, Pray for us!
Daniel Ethridge
Headmaster, Ville de Marie Academy

Please Remember in Prayer…...
†

For the Faculty, Board of Trustees, Families, Students, and Benefactors of Ville de Marie,
we pray to the Lord.

†

For all those who are sick and suffering, especially: Mary Margaret Dillon (mother of Mr. James
Dillon), Jackie Keyser (Parkinson’s Disease), Carlos Ayala, and Mark Seitz, we pray to the Lord.

†

For all the mothers with little ones inside and outside the womb in the VDM community, we pray
to the Lord.

†

For the Holy Intention of Pope Francis: “We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the
dignity of the human person, may be legally abolished in every country.”

Dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary

FRIENDSHIP

VIRTUE FOR SEPTEMBER
God sends us friends to be our firm support in the whirlpool of struggle. In
the company of friends we will find strength to attain our sublime ideal.
-St. Maximilian Kolbe

Orchestra will start on Tuesday, September 13th
Orchestra will meet on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings
7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m.

Pro-Life Group will meet the
2nd Wednesday of every month
Grades 7 - 12
1:00 – 1:30 p.m.

Student Council will meet the
2nd Friday of every month
Grades 6 – 12

Family Lunch Responsibilities
Dear Ville De Marie Families,
Please note there is going to be a new change this year in parental supervised lunch duty. As everyone is
aware in the past it was a volunteer opportunity, and many families did not take part in. This has led to
several of the same families working lunch duty and furthermore has resulted in our teachers receiving
no break at lunch as they have had to step in with the lack of parent volunteers. Our teachers use this
valuable time to grade papers and strategize their afternoon planning. When they lose this time to lunch
duty, the results are a larger workload for them in the evenings at home.
Effective as of August 29th, every family at Ville De Marie Academy will be assigned three (3) days of
MANDATORY lunch duty throughout the year. These dates have been chosen from A-Z of last name
and are attached to this email. We as an administration firmly believe we need to share this burden as a
whole and certainly 3 days is not unreasonable to ask of each family in a calendar school year. This being said I do understand that with young children or work schedules this may not be possible for some
families, so I have another option which is a “win-win” for everyone. If you cannot make your assigned
lunch duty, then you will be assessed a “fee” of $40 per day of lunch duty which will now go directly to
the 2 teachers who will need to cover your shift. This is an option to have your lunch duty covered and
our hard-working teachers will be compensated for the additional work they now have to do in the evening.
The time for lunch duty is 12:00 noon to 1:30 PM. Attached is the chart for every family's date of service. I have also attached the family directory in the event you are unable to fulfill any of your assigned days. It will be up to the families to find replacements or switch with other families and will not
be the duty of the administration. The only exception is if you would prefer to pay the daily “fee” of $40
please contact the office so a teacher can be arranged to cover. These hours will count towards each
family’s 30 mandatory hours of volunteer service.

We truly pray this is both a way for families to be more involved at VDM and also for our hard-working
staff to receive this necessary time to prepare for your children’s education.
-Daniel V. Ethridge
Headmaster, Ville de Marie Academy

Volunteers Still Needed
Room Parents for
10th Grade Homeroom
Mr. Alexander

Week of

Chapel Flower Schedule

Sept 12

Art Masterpiece for:
Sept 19

First Grade
Sixth Grade

Sept 26

Altar-Burch, Mary
Mary-Silvernail Family
Joseph-Phelan, Sharon
Jesus-Paul Family
Altar-Garcia Family
Mary-Phelan, Sharon
Joseph-Paul Family
Jesus-Martin Family
Altar-Martin Family
Mary-Paul Family
Joseph-Phelan, Sharon
Jesus-Martin Family

Laundering Dirty Lunch Rags

Please remember to complete & return:








2022-2023 General Consent Form
2022-2023 Emergency
Information and Immunization
Form
2022-2023 Immunizations
Student Driver Permission Form
Locker Permission Form
Cell Phone Permission

Sept 16
Oct 07
Oct 28

Klocek Family
Pimentel Family
Klocek Family

Thank you for your cooperation.

Hot Lunch for September
Wednesday, September 14
Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers
Wednesday, September 21
Taco Bell

Wednesday, September 28
Costco Food Court

Happy September Birthday to…..
Grace Donaghy
Elijah Benedetti
Mateo Ortiz
Joseph Patterson
Anna Zwemke
Marian Speier
Dominic Martin
Lorenzo Garibaldi
Maria Ward
Natalie Osorio
Jemma Empeno

Aiden Pizzitola
Isaiah Speier
Benjamin Baska
Peter McCarthy
Michael Evert
Elouise Hundelt
Leah Moore
Finnian Hundelt
Isabel Pizzitola
Luke Ethridge
Nina Pimentel

